PATENT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Application of: 

Robert R. STEUER et al. : 

Application No. (NEW) : TC/Art Unit: (not yet assigned) 

Filed: December 9, 2003 : Examiner: (not yet assigned) 

For: Sensor for Transcutaneous : Atty Docket: P65684US3 

Measurement of Vascular 
Access Blood Flow : 

NOTICE OF RELATED PATENT APPLICATIONS AND PATENTS 
AND INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 CFR1.97 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Applicant hereby informs the Examiner that U.S. Applications Nos. 09/750,122, filed 
December 29, 2000, and 09/765,584, filed January 22, 2001, and U.S. Patents Nos. 5,351,686 
5,456,253, and 6,246,894 are assigned to the same entity as the present patent application, and are 
believed to be classified in related technologies. It is suggested that the Examiner review these 
applications and these patents for possible relevance to the present application. 

Submitted herewith on form PTO- 1 449 is a listing of documents known to Applicants and/or 
their attorney in compliance with the requirements of 37 CFR 1.56. Copies of the documents are 
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not being submitted, as these documents were previously cited by or submitted to the Patent and 
Trademark Office in the parent application, Serial No. 09/750,076, filed December 29, 2000. See 
37 CFR 1.98(d) and MPEP 609 A(2). 

Since the Information Disclosure Statement is filed before the issuance of the first Office 
Action on the merits or within three months of filing, no fee is required. The Commissioner is 
hereby authorized to charge fees under 37 CFR § 1.17 which may be required for consideration of 
this paper; or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 06-1358. 

In accordance with 37 CFR § 1.97(g) and (h), the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement shall not be construed as a representation that a search has been made, or as an admission 
that the information cited herein is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 
CFR§ 1.56(b). 

Applicants do not waive any rights to appropriate action to establish patentability over the 
listed documents should they be applied as references against the claims of the present application. 

RELEVANCE OF THE DOCUMENTS . 
All of the documents were previously cited by or submitted to the Patent and Trademark 
Office in the parent application, Serial No. 09/750,076, filed December 29, 2000. 
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CONCLUSION 



It is respectfully requested that the Examiner initial and return a copy of the enclosed Form 
PTO-1449, and to similarly indicate in the official file wrapper of this patent application that the 
attached documents have been considered. 

If the Examiner has any questions or wishes to discuss this application, the Examiner is 
invited to telephone the undersigned representative at the number set forth below. 



Respectfully submitted, 



JACOBSON HOLMAN, PLLC 



Customer No. 00,136 
400 Seventh Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 
(202) 638-6666 



Date: December 9. 2003 




Registration No. 28,264 
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Foreign Patent Documents 






Document 
Number 


Date 


Country 


Class 


Sub- 
Class 


Trans- 
lation 




AL 


EP104772B1 


04/1984 


Europe 






Yes No 




AM 


EP160768B1 


11/1985 


Europe 






Yes No 




AN 


WO 86/06946 


12/1986 


WJPO 






Yes No 




AO 


WO 89/01758 


03/1989 


WJPO 






Yes No 




AP 


WO 93/06456 


04/1993 


WJPO 






Yes No 


Other Documents (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 




AR 


J.P. Payne and J.W. Severinghaus, Eds., Pulse Oximetry, Chapters 1 and 2 (©1986). 




AS 


John D. Bower and Thomas G. Coleman, Circulatory Function During Chronic Hemodialysis, 
Vol. XV Trans. Amer. Soc. Artif. Int. Organs, 1969, 373-377. 




AT 


Larry Reynolds, C. Johnson, A. Ishimaru, "Diffuse reflectance from a finite blood medium: 
applications to the modeling of fiber optic catheters," Sept. 1976, Vol. 15, No. 9, Applied Optics 
pp. 2059-2067. 


Examiner 


Date Considered 


EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP § 609. Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant. j 
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Filing 
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BD 
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Number 
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EP 0 529 412 


03/03/1993 


EPO 
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Yes No 




BN 












Yes No 




BO 












Yes No 




BP 












Yes No 



Other Documents (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 



BR 



R.N. Greenwood, C, Aldridge, L. Goldstein, L.R.L Baker and W.R. Cattell, "Assessment of 
arteriovenous fistulae from pressure and thermal dilution studies: clinical experience in forearm 
fistulae," Clinical Nephrology, Vol 23, NO. 4-1985, pp. 189-197. 



BS 



R.N. Greenwood, C. Aldridge and W.R. Cattell, "Serial blood water estimations and in-line 
blood viscometry: the continuous measurement of blood volume during dialysis procedures/ 
Clinical Science (1984)66, pp. 575-583. 



BT 



C. Aldridge, R.N. Greenwood, W.R. Cattell and R.V. Barrett, "The assessment of arteriovenous 
fistulae created for haemodialysis from pressure and thermal dilution measurements," Journal oj 
Medical Engineering & Technology, Vol. 8, No. 3, (May/June), pp. 1 18-124. 



Examiner 



Date Considered 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP § 609. Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant. 
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L. Goldstein, L. Pavitt, R.N. Greenwood C. Aldridge, L.R.I. Baker and W.R. Cattell, "The 
Assessment of Areteriovenous Fistulae From Pressure and Recirculation Studies," ProcEDTNA 
ERCA (1985) Vol. 14., pp. 207-215. 



CS 



R.N. Greenwood, C. Aldridge^ L. Goldstein, L.R.I. Baker and W.R. CattelL "Assessment of 
Arteriovenous Fistulas From Pressure and Recirculation Studies: Clinical Experience In 215 
Upper Limb Fistulas," ProcEDTA-ERA (1 985), Vol. 22, pp. 296-302. 



CT 



Joseph M. Schmitt, James D. Meindl and Frederick G. Mihm, "An Integrated Circuit-Based 
Optical Sensor for In Vivo Measurement of Blood Oxygenation," IEEETransactions On 
Biomedical Engineering, Vol. BME-33, No. 21, Feb. 1986, pp. 98-107. 
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EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP § 609. Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant. 
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conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant. 
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